QUANTUM ACADEMY
Justify your certification
PQCS – Post-Quantum Certified Specialist exam
Use this letter, or the parts of it that fit, to ask for approval of the PQCS exam fee. It covers the exam only. If your training is not approved yet, send the letter on the Post-Quantum Certified Specialist (PQCS) Training course page first. Paste the text into an email to whoever approves certification costs, replace every bracketed field, and cut anything that does not apply to your organization.

Certification exam request: PQCS – Post-Quantum Certified Specialist
[Approver name],
I would like to request approval to sit the PQCS exam, which leads to the Post-Quantum Certified Specialist credential from Quantum Academy.
Below is what the exam tests, why it is worth taking, how I meet the requirements, and what it costs.
What the exam tests
The PQCS exam tests whether a candidate can:
1. Conduct a cryptographic inventory and produce a Cryptographic Bill of Materials (CBOM) using structured discovery methodology across code, certificates, protocols, and third-party dependencies
1. Evaluate NIST standardized PQC algorithms, ML-KEM (formerly CRYSTALS-Kyber), ML-DSA (formerly CRYSTALS-Dilithium), SLH-DSA (formerly SPHINCS+), and the draft-stage FN-DSA (formerly FALCON), for specific deployment scenarios based on performance, key sizes, and security assumptions
1. Assess hybrid implementation approaches for key exchange and digital signatures, including the engineering tradeoffs between concatenation, combiner, and nested approaches
1. Analyze PQC migration requirements across common protocols (TLS 1.3, SSH, IPsec, S/MIME, code signing, PKI)
1. Apply risk assessment frameworks to prioritize cryptographic assets for migration based on quantum exposure, business criticality, and migration complexity
1. Develop a structured PQC migration roadmap using the PQC Migration Framework methodology
1. Apply cryptographic agility principles to system design and architecture planning
Why the exam is worth taking
[Choose one: The training I completed / The training I am booked on] covers the material. If I pass, we have evidence that I can apply it. The exam is proctored and closed book, and a pass requires a scaled score of 700 on a 100–900 scale, set to a fixed, criterion-referenced standard.
Other people can check the result. A client, auditor, or partner can verify the credential at pqcs.pro, or by sending my name to validation@quantumacademy.com.
I would also have to keep the credential current. It is valid for three years, and I renew it with 60 continuing professional education (CPE) credits in each three-year cycle, at least 15 of them each year.
Eligibility
The PQCS exam requires two courses: Post-Quantum Foundation and Post-Quantum Certified Specialist (PQCS) Training.
[Choose one: I completed the training on [date]. / I am booked on the training from [start date] to [end date], and I will sit the exam after it. / Quantum Academy approved an exception to the training requirement on [date], based on my experience.]
What the exam involves
1. 100 questions, 90 of them scored and 10 unscored pilot items, in 150 minutes, closed book
1. Scenario-based questions on applied competence and professional judgment
1. Proctored, with supervision, location, and recording confirmed when the exam is booked
1. A provisional pass or fail on screen at the end, and an official score report within five business days
1. Recommended preparation: the training plus 20–40 hours of independent study
1. 12 months from purchase to sit the exam
1. If needed, a second attempt 14 days after the first, then a 30-day wait before each later one, up to four attempts in any twelve months
Cost
I am asking for the PQCS exam fee now. The other items apply only if they arise.
	Item
	Amount

	PQCS exam fee
	US$599

	Second attempt, only if I do not pass the first
	US$299

	Annual maintenance once certified, covering every Quantum Academy credential I hold
	US$149 a year

	Time for independent study and the exam
	[hours]

	Total requested now
	US$599



Third and later attempts cost the standard exam fee. Renewal by continuing education is included in the annual maintenance fee, and renewal by re-examination costs US$399. Fees are in US dollars, as published on the certification page.
In closing
If you approve, I will book the exam [after the training ends on [date] / for [month]] and share the result with you.
Certification details: https://quantumacademy.com/certifications/pqcs/
Thank you for considering it.
[Your name]
[Your title]

About Quantum Academy credentials
The PQCS is a private professional credential issued by Quantum Academy, a trade name of Post-Quantum Institute. It is not a government-issued license, an accredited degree, or academic credit. Earning it does not guarantee employment, promotion, regulatory approval, or any other specific outcome. Quantum Academy programs are educational and informational only, and are not legal, compliance, or engineering advice.
